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would be to carry

debt with you after
the sale. Not fun,
but in reality you

may be further

ahead to make in-
stallments on the
small amount vs.

carrying a mortgage

on a home that you
1o longer want to

own.

I encourage all
sellers to talk to
their Realtor about
options
“outside the box”
because today’s
market requires
unique solutions.
So, if your goal is to
sellin 2010 it can
be done, it just
might not be fun.
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Gifference between offer and counter offer.” Dont do it, the experts say. Why not? Becatse you re being oo

generous, and you're leaving money on the table.

It Really is Spring!

*

Here are few things your home needs this spring to keep it well-maintained.

Schedule an inspection
and cleaning of your chim-
ney once the heating sea-
son ends; that's when
many sweeps offer a dis-
count. Also make sure to
remove fireplace ashes to
prevent moisture buildup,
which can damage ma-
sonry. Cost: $100 - $300
depending on the layout of
your chimney.

Inspect your home’s exterior for loose siding, cracks,
and crumbling mortar caused by harsh winter
weather, and examine your attic for any signs of
leaks. If you've got siding, give it a wash using a gar-
den hose and a solution of a third cup of laundry
detergent per gallon of hot water. Work from the
bottom up with a soft nylon brush (top down can
cause stains).

Termites and ants enjoy getting out in the spring
weather too. Get your home professionally checked
for pests before they have a chance to create struc-
tural damage. Cost: about $75 - $100 for an
average-size home

Untited

Now that you can see your lawn again, cut down
the thatch, or layer of dead grass. If the thatch is
more than half an inch thick, it can hurt your soil
and encourage pests. You can hire a professional
to de-thatch for about $30 - $100; you can also
rent a power thatcher and do-it-yourself. Cost:
$65 per day for a power thatcher.

Wash and treat (or paint)
wood decks to prevent crack-
ing before barbecue season
arrives. Cost: about $50-$75
for five gallons of sealer.

Make an appointment to get your air-
conditioning system professionally inspected and
adjusted before temps hit 80°. Cost: $75 - $175
per year for HVAC service contract

Before watering season, check pop-up sprinkler
systems for leaks or clogs and be sure the spray
isn't going where it shouldn’t.
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